
 
Hughes Water Gardens’ June Newsletter
Volume 1, Issue 6 
In this issue:
-          Water plant pick of the month - Tropical Water lilies
-          Bog  plant pick of the month - Sarracenia
-          Tinkerbell’s Pond tips - Floating Islands
-          Class schedule, hours and a coupon.
 
Upcoming Events:
-          Hughes Water Gardens Waterlily Festival and Invitational Art Show.   July 26 – August 03, 2008
-          Hardy Water Lily Sale (not including tropicals water lilies)  June 6,7 and 8th.  Buy one get one free.
 
Water Plant Pick of the Month
 
Tropical Water lilies:
For spectacular flowers, dramatic foliage, dreamy fragrance and a big “Wow” factor, it’s hard to beat the impact of tropical water lilies. There are both day blooming and night blooming varieties, guaranteeing a visual impact at any time.  Night blooming lilies are spectacular with landscape and pond lighting. There are a variety of flower colors  to choose from white, pink, purple, blue and a nice mutable green. Tropical water lilies lend themselves to nearly any color palette. Unlike their hardy cousins, tropical lilies hold their flowers above the water surface and  some varieties are fragrant. Tropical lily pads are thinner than the hardy’s, larger and usually have toothed or scalloped edges. Some varieties have leaves that are all green, all maroon and some are patterned. They prefer warm, shallow water in full sun to look their best. Because of that, we don’t sell them until the middle of June to ensure they do well in your pond.  For continuous blooms fertilize once every 30 days.  
 
Sadly, the tropicals are only with us for the summer (although they can sometimes keep blooming into October!) as they aren’t winter hardy in our climate. It’s easiest to treat them as annuals and replace them the next year (the cost is minimal—not more than a hanging basket of annuals).  With special care they may be over-wintered.  Just ask the staff at Hughes for advice on how to do this.
 
Even though they are annuals, almost everyone who tries these beauties buys them year after year. Once you’ve experienced their special beauty, you’ll surely want them again.   Hughes always has a great selection so you can choose from many colors and sizes.
 
 For more water plant ideas see these pages on our web site:
 Water plant webpage.         Plant gallery          Hughes Water Gardens Plant Care
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Nymphaea ‘August Koch’
 
Bog Plant Pick of the Month:
Sarracenia sp.    Pitcher Plant  
Sarracenias (Pitcher plants) are incredibly interesting carnivorous plants.  They have prehistoric looking pitcher-like leaves that have adapted to attract insects. These pitchers are lined with fine hairs and are filled with water. The insect is lured by a sticky substance and drowns as it becomes trapped.  As the insect decomposes the soluble nutrients are absorbed by the plant. 
 
Sarracenias also have unusual flowers that look completely different from the pitchers. (It is the pitchers that stand out visually) The flowers are mainly pink to dark red but some are yellowish green and all have a moderate odor. The flowers hang at the end of a leafless stem. 
            
Thanks to the many new hybrids, Sarracenia pitchers come in a multitude of colors such as bright yellowish, green (my favorite), off white, pinkish, and reddish to dark purple. They want full sun to part shade with soil that is rich in peat or sphagnum moss. They prefer a neutral to acid p.h.  They grow in moist soil or water to 1 inch deep (do not have water over the soil in the winter).  Sarracenias need a 3 to 5 month dormant period. The pitchers brown and wither at frost and then reappear in late spring.  They do not need fertilizer. In fact, fertilizer can be harmful to the plant.  Height is anywhere between 6 to 25" tall depending on the species. Most are hardy to zone 7 and must be given protection against prolonged freezing.
 
Rain water should be used to water Sarracenias.  They are very sensitive to chemicals and minerals in water.  Hard water or water treated with chlorine generally should not be used.   Bottled water could be substituted for rain water if needed.  
 
They are perfect for shallow water bowls, bog gardens, floating islands, indoor terrariums or the water's edge of a creek or a pond.
 
 Hughes Water Gardens has a great selection of Sarracenias. 
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Tinkerbell’s Pond Tips:
Floating Islands
Floating Islands are plantable floating containers that work well in ponds, particularly ones that are deep with straight edges (predator proof). They come in many convenient sizes and you can plant them with one plant or a grouping of plants. They have 2” side walls with mesh bottoms that allow the roots to grow into the water. This allows the plant to absorb the nutrients from the water thus leaving fewer nutrients available for algae growth. Not only are they attractive, they also offer protection for your fish and shade for your water (which helps combat algae). The staff at Hughes loves Floating islands and will be happy to help you put one together or help you choose one of our many pre-planted ones.
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Floating Island
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Tinkerbelle Hughes                            
-          For more information about Hughes Water Gardens’ products and services visit our website at www.hugheswatergardens.com 
-          For information on the construction department of Hughes Water Gardens, click here “Hughes Water Gardens Water Feature Construction” or Hughes Water Gardens Portfolio for water features created by Hughes Water Gardens. If you would like an estimate on having a pond or water feature built by us, call (503) 638-1709 and ask for Randy, our construction manager. 
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Picture of the month
 
 
 
Class Schedules for June 2008
 
June 07, Saturday
            10 AM             Building Ponds & WaterFalls
             
June 14, Saturday
            2 PM                Pondless Water Features 
 
June 21, Saturday
            10 AM              Building Ponds & Waterfalls
             2 PM                Water gardening in Containers
 
June 28, Saturday
            10 Am             Building Ponds & Waterfalls
             2 PM                Pondless Water Features
(All classes are single day classes usually one to two hours long held at our nursery). 
Pre-registration is requested. 
 
Hours:
March - October
Monday – Saturday 9 to 6
Sunday – 10 to 5 
 
Directions to Hughes Water Gardens
  Hughes Water Gardens Map and Directions
 25289 SW Stafford Rd – Tualatin, Oregon 97062    Phone (503) 638-1709

 
-          We never share our mailing list with other companies.
-          If you would prefer not to receive our advertisements or newsletters, just send us an e-mail and type “Remove“ on the subject line.
-          If you would like to add a friend, just forward this advertisement or newsletter to them and have them resend to us with “add” on the subject line.
-          If you would like to see past newsletters please see our website. Hughes Water Gardens Newsletter
 
 
************************************************************************* 
Hughes Water Gardens
Coupon
$5.00 off
Tropical Waterlilies
Good thru July 1, 2008
One coupon per visit per person.  Per Tropical Waterlily
Just print, cut and bring in.
 
 
*************************************************************************************************************************
