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 In this issue
-          Water bowls
-          Perennial plant pick of the month – Heucheras
-          Monthly Pond Tip – String Algae
-          Class schedule, hours and a coupon.
 
Upcoming events           
· Come join us at Gardenpalooza  - April 05, 2008 – At Fir Point Farm in Aurora, Oregon. 

Located 20 miles south of Portland at 14601 Arndt Road in Aurora, 
Oregon (97002)
This is Hughes Water Gardens second year of participating in an    enjoyable event and we hope to see you there.
· Thank you to everyone who came to see use at the Yard, Garden and Patio Show.  Hughes is happy to say that our booth came in second place in the retail/wholesale division.  (Next year first!).





Water bowls
With the recent popularity of water gardening, water bowls or container water gardening is the perfect option for people with small yards and a limited amount of space.  Like ponds they add reflection, sound, form, color and encourage wildlife.  It is also a great way to experience aquatic water plants without having a pond.
 

Deciding on a location and how much sunlight you have are two of the key factors in a successful water bowls.  If you need to access power for a pump the location must be near a power source or you will need to install one. You will need to choose the type of container such as polyethylene tubs, ceramic pottery, whiskey barrels, or lined wooden troughs. Here is where you can have fun and show your creative side.  Ceramic containers that have drainage holes can be effectively sealed with plumber’s epoxy or aquarium silicone.  Throughout the year, Hughes Water Garden offers a wide selection of beautiful containers. 
 

When choosing plants, it is important to understand the four categories of pond plants and how aquatic water plants are beneficial to water quality. Marginal plants are used to give form as well as absorb nutrients that feed algae.  Floating leaved plants such as water lilies are useful to block out sunlight. Submerged plants and floaters  help with  filtering water.  For more information about the different categories of water plants click here water plants
 

When designing your water bowl, using the same elements used throughout your landscape/garden can be very effective.  Consider what kind of look you would like to achieve- tropical, hardy Northwest or Asian. Then choose plants according to your light requirements.   Water plants are usually pretty forgiving.  As long as they have 1” to 3” of water over the crown of plant and at least 8” to 10” of water in the container you should have success.   Keep your plants to the scale of your water bowl by choosing smaller varieties.  Some examples are miniature cattails, low- growing rushes and small varieties of water lilies.  You can either plant your plants directly into soil in your container or leave them in their pots and place them into the water bowls.  Be sure to use soil that is appropriate for water plants such as packaged water plant soil or pea gravel.  You should also fertilize with a aquatic plant fertilizer tablet monthly.

Water spouts, small water bubblers or rain chains can bring a tranquil sound to any water bowl.  
 

Hughes Water Gardens offers classes on container water gardening and small water features.  If you cannot attend the class our very knowledgeable staff can help you put together a wonderful bowl or small feature.  Our small water feature expert is Annie.  Just ask for her. 
Enjoy the journey of water gardening and water plants.     
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Water bowl expert Annie




 
 Perennial Plant Pick of the Month
Heucheras                      Zones 4-8
 Heuchera or Coral Bells are among the most versatile perennial plants around. They come in a wide variety of leaf colors and textures with flower colors of red, pink, coral and white. Flowers are held above the foliage on stalks resembling little bells.
 
 Heucheras are one of the most hybridized plants leading to exciting new colors of foliage and flower combinations. One of the newest varieties is ‘Midnight Rose’* with its dark magenta (almost black) leaves and light pink splashes. Other favorites include ‘Lime Rickey’ with its vibrant chartreuse leaves. Pairing this plant with the shiny black foliage of ‘Obsidian’ or the creamy apricot of ‘Amber Waves’  you begin to see the wide color palette that Huechera’s give to designing a container or garden planting.
 
Most Huecheras prefer shade to part shade. There are a few varieties that will take full sun to part shade such as ‘Obsidian’.  Huecheras prefer moist well drained soil and regular watering, but will tolerate dry shade. They are evergreen most years in our mild climate.  Their mounding habit makes them very easy to divide.
 
 These versatile plants are terrific in containers or as under story plants beneath larger shrubs and tucked into rock work around the pond.
 
 *Look for ‘Midnight Rose’ and many more Heucheras at our nursery this spring…
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Heucheras sp. ‘Midnight Rose’
 
Tinkerbelle’s Pond Tips
String Algae
String algae are a normal and natural part of having a pond. It usually occurs in shallow warm water and particularly loves areas such as waterfalls and streams.  String algae or filamentous algae consist of long strands of algae. Though not harmful to a pond it is very unattractive and hard to get rid of.  Fortunately there are products that can help!  Products like barley bales or pellets, “Clarity Max Plus”, “Algae-Off” or “Algae-Fix” all produce excellent results. Ask the Hughes staff to help find the product best for you.
For more information on algae control and pond care click here.
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Tinkerbelle Hughes
 
 
For more information about Hughes Water Gardens’ products and services visit our website at www.hugheswatergardens.com 
 
For information on the construction department of Hughes Water Gardens, click here “about construction department” and here, for images of water features created by Hughes Water Gardens. If you would like an estimate on having a pond or water feature built by us, call (503) 638-1709 or e-mail water@teleport.com ask for Randy, our construction manager. 
 
Class Schedules for March 2008
 
March 01, Saturday  
            10 AM - Building Ponds and Waterfalls
 
March 08, Saturday
            10 AM - Pondless Water Features 
 
March 15, Saturday
            10 AM - Building Ponds and Waterfalls
             2 PM - Spring Startup for Ponds and Small Water Features 
 
March 22, Saturday
            10 AM - Pondless Water Features
 
March 29, Saturday
            10 AM - Building Ponds and Waterfalls
            2 PM - Spring Startup for Ponds and Small Water Features 
 
All classes are single day classes usually one to two hours long held at our nursery. 
Pre-registration is requested. 
 
 
Hughes Water Gardens Hours  
March - October:         
Mon. - Sat.   9 to 6         
Sunday       10 to 5 
 
Directions to Hughes Water Gardens
Map link
25289 SW Stafford Rd – Tualatin, Oregon 97062    Phone (503) 638-1709
 
-          If you would prefer not to receive or advertisements or newsletters, just send us a reply and say “Remove“ on the subject line.
-          If you would like to add a friend, just forward this advertisement or newsletter to them and have them resend to us with “add” on the subject line.
                  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
*******************************************
Hughes Water Gardens
Coupon
$10.00 off
Pottery
Any one Item above $50.00
One coupon per customer
Expires April 1, 2008
Not to be combined with any other discount
Coupon only good at retail location. 

Print and cut out
 
******************************************
