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Hughes Water Gardens’ May Newsletter
Volume 1, Issue 5 
In this issue:
-          Water plant pick of the month – Hardy Water Lily
-          Perennial plant pick of the month – Red Banana
-          Tinkerbell’s Pond Tips – How to control mosquitoes
-          Class schedule, hours and a coupon.
 Water Plant Pick of the Month:
 Hardy Water Lilies            Nymphaea sp.              Zones 4-10
 
One of the most frequent questions we get about hardy water lilies is whether they over-winter in our Willamette Valley climate. The answer is a resounding “Yes!” Unlike their more delicate cousins, tropical water lilies, hardies may be over-wintered in the deepest part of your pond, where they’ll remain dormant until spring. When the warmer weather of spring arrives, hardy water lily will begin to show new leaves growing from the crown (center) of the plant. This signals the time to move the lily into shallower water and fertilize with a pond tablet (pushed into the soil and away from the crown of the plant). Fertilize every 30 days for lush growth and blooms throughout the summer. (Water lilies can bloom 30% more when fertilized). Hardy water lilies are day blooming perennials. Each blooms lasts about three days and there can be many blooms on one plant. Most water lilies prefer five hours or more of full sun, especially late afternoon sun (the warmest part of the day).  Some varieties will tolerate a little shade but still require at least 3 hours of sun during the warmest part of the day.
 
Hardy water lilies are grouped loosely by color and size. Sizes range from miniature (with a mature circumference of leaves is about 1foot), followed by small (1½ to 3 feet around), medium (4 to 5 feet around) and large (6 to 8 feet around). This is worth paying attention to when planning your pond plantings or water bowls. Water lilies appreciate transplanting into larger containers as they mature. 
 
Water lilies come in a variety of colors: reds, whites, pinks, yellows and a group called changeable. Changeable flowers may start out pink or apricot and over the 3 day bloom period transition to yellow or vice-versa.
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                             Gonnere hardy water lily    Attraction hardy water lily
For more water plant ideas see these pages on our web site:

 Water plant webpage.         Plant gallery          Hughes Water Gardens Plant Care
 
Perennial Plant pick of the month:
Red Abyssinian Banana         Ensete maurelli       Zones: 10 to 11
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Want to add pizzazz to your garden?  Bold 
tropical plants are an excellent way to do this! You can’t get much bolder than the Red Abyssinian Banana - Ensete maureli. It will be a show stopper either around your pond or in your garden. The big banana leaves are reddish/ burgundy, can get 5 feet long and 2 feet wide and are absolutely stunning when backlit by the sun.  This fast growing plant gets 8 to 10 feet tall in our climate and can reach 4 to 5 feet in one growing season. 
 
Red bananas like full to part sun with some sun protection in the hottest part of the day.  They prefer fertile, moist but not soggy soil and they respond well to fertilizer.  It is also a good idea to protect the plant from wind as their leaves can shred.   
 Unfortunately red bananas are not hardy in our area (even with winter protection) since they are zoned 10 to 11. Many people treat them as annuals that they replace ever year.  If you would like to over–winter them, you have a couple of options.  If you have a heated greenhouse you can easily over–winter your banana. You can also bring the banana inside before the first frost and place it in a large sunny room.  However this may be unrealistic because of their large size. Another approach is cutting the stalk back to around 8” and storing it in a dark frost free area. In any of these environments only water occasionally (to prevent root rot), but don’t let it dry out completely.  In most cases, a few waterings in the winter are sufficient. In summer regular watering is necessary.
 
Red Bananas are one of Hughes Water Gardens’ most popular plants and will be for sale around the middle of May, depending on our fickle weather.
   
 Tinkerbell’s Pond Tip: 
To humans and domestic animals, mosquitoes are both a nuisance and a health hazard since mosquitoes can transmit a variety of diseases. Most female mosquitoes lay their eggs on standing water. Stagnant ponds, ditches and wetlands are favorites, but even a few tablespoons of water in a water bowl are sufficient for laying eggs. Use Mosquito Bits or Mosquito Dunks to keep the mosquito population controlled around your water feature. This product kills mosquito larvae and is safe for fish and pets.  These products are also safe for use in fish habitats and animal watering troughs.   
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To order Mosquitoes Bits or Dunks   for more information click here Summit Chemical- Responsible Solutions
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Tinkerbelle Hughes 

· For more information about Hughes Water Gardens’ products and services visit our website at www.hugheswatergardens.com 
· For information on the construction department of Hughes Water Gardens, click here “Hughes Water Gardens Water Feature Construction” or Hughes Water Gardens Portfolio for water features created by Hughes Water Gardens. If you would like an estimate on having a pond or water feature built by us, call (503) 638-1709 and ask for Randy, our construction manager. 
 
Class Schedules for May 2008
 
May 3rd
10 AM - Building Ponds and Waterfalls
2 PM – Water gardening in Containers
 
May 10TH
10 AM Building Ponds & Waterfalls 
2 PM - Pondless Water Features 
 
May 17st
10 AM - Building Ponds & Waterfalls
 2 PM - Water gardening in Containers
 
May 24th
10 AM—Building Ponds & Waterfalls
2 PM - Pondless Water Features
 
May 31st
10 AM—Building Ponds & Waterfalls
2 PM – Planting Your Pond with Aquatic Plants
 
All classes take place at our nursery, are single day classes and last one to two hours.
Refreshments are available.
Pre-registration is requested. 
Nursery hours:                                                                       
Monday – Saturday:    9 to 6
Sunday: 10 to 5 
  Hughes Water Gardens Map and Directions
 25289 SW Stafford Rd – Tualatin, Oregon 97062    Phone (503) 638-1709
· We never share our mailing list with other companies.
· If you would prefer not to receive our advertisements or newsletters, just send us an e-mail and type “Remove“ on the subject line.
· If you would like to add a friend, just forward this advertisement or newsletter to them and have them resend to us with “add” on the subject line.
· If you would like to see past newsletters please see our website. Hughes Water Gardens Newsletter
 

Hughes Water Gardens
$5.00 off
Hardy Water Lilies
Good thru June 1st. 2008
One coupon per visit.
Just print and bring in.
 






